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ALEXANDER B. CVITAN 
MARIANNE REINHOLD 

J. DAVID SACKMAN 
LAURENCE S. ZAKSON 
MARSHA M. HAMASAKI 

NEELAM CHANDNA 
CARLOS R. PEREZ 

AMARYLLIS SEABROOKS 
PETER A. HUTCHINSON' 

ANDY BIRNBAUM 

February '24, 2003 

VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S. Express Mail 
(202) 219-3923 

Jeff S .  Jordan, Supervisory Attorney 
Federal Election Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Re: Tony Cardenas 2000, Tony Cardenas 
for City Council and Kinde Durkee, 
Treasurer. 
MUR 5304 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

JULIUS MEL REICH 
(1 933 - 2000) 

*Admitted in Maryland only 

This law firm is counsel to Tony Cardenas 2000, Tony 
Cardenas for City Council and Kinde Durkee, the treasurer for 
these committees. 

Attached please find a declaration signed by Tony Cardenas, 
the candidate who controls the committees in question. Attached 
to the hard copy of this letter are the exhibits.to that 
declaration. I regret that these documents are being. sent to you 
a few days later than planned, but the logistics of document 
retrieval took slightly longer than anticipated. 

As demonstrated' by the declaration and exhibits, there is 
not and never was any agreement, explicit or tacit, between Tony 
Cardenas and any of his controlled committees, on the one hand, 
and Dennis Cardoza and any of his controlled committees, on the 
other hand, to exchange.contributions or, as the National 
Republican Congressional Committee (NRCC) characterized it, 
"launder money." Moreover, nothing about the timing or amounts 
of the contributions in question would support even an inference 
of such an arrangement. Thus, leaving aside any constitutional 
questions about the propriety of the Commission's investigation 
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Jeff S .  Jordan 
February 24, 2003 
Page 2 

of the subjective motivation for the making of contributions, 
there is simply no factual basis for continuing the Commissionls 
investigation of this matter. 

For the foregoing reasons, as well as those set forth in the 
declaration of Mr. Cardenas, my clients respectfully request that 
you conclude the Commission's investigation as soon as possible, 
and issue a report declaring that there was no basis for the 
NRCC's allegations, at least as they relate to my clients. 

free 
Should you require any supplemental information, please feel 
to give me a call. 

Laurence S. Zakson 
of REICH, ADELL, CROST & CVITAN 

LSZ : caw 
Enclosures 

98799.1 
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LAURENCE S. ZAKSON (CSB 119435), Member of 
REICH, ADELL, CROST & CVITAN 
A Professional Law Corporation 
501 Shatto Place, Suite 100 
L o s  Angeles, California 90020-1792 
Telephone: (213) 386-3860 
Facsimile: (213) 386-5583 

Attorneys for Responding Parties 
Tony Cardenas 2000, Tony Cardenas for 
City Council, and Kinde Durkee 

Before the United States Government 

Federal Election Commission 

In Re: 1 
1 

Tony Cardenas 2000, Tony 1 
Cardenas for City Council & 1 
Kinde Durkee, Their Treasurer 3 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

I, Tony Cardenas, declare: 

1. [Identification] I am a 

CASE NO. MUR 5304 

DECLARATION OF TONY CARDENAS 

candidate for the Los Angeles City 

Council, District No. 6 (LA Council #6).. In the fall and winter 

of 2001 and the spring of 2002, I was a candidate for the Los 

Angeles City Council, District No. 2 (LA Council #2). From 

December 1996 to December 2002, I was a member of the California 

State Assembly. In the primary election held on December 11, 2001 

for LA Council #2, Tony Cardenas for City Council, Identification 

Number 1237509, (Council Committee -Primary) was my principal 

campaign committee. In the general (or runoff) election held on 

-1- 
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March 5, 2002 for LA Council #2, Tony Cardenas for City Council- 

General, Identification Number 124127, (Council Committee-General) 

was my principal campaign committee. During the period from about 

1996 to December 2002, the committee now known as Tony Cardenas 

2000 (Assembly Committee) was my principal campaign committee for 

the California State Assembly; it also served as my ltofficeho1derl1 

committee--that is, the committee from which I made expenditures 

in my capacity as a state officeholder. All of the facts set 

forth in this declaration are based on my own personal knowledge 

unless otherwise expressly indicated. 

2. [Contributions from Dennis Cardozal On November 16, 2001, 

:hen-Assemblymember Dennis Cardoza personally contributed $250 to 

ny Council Committee-Primary. On November 24, 2001, Friends of 

lennis Cardoza (Friends Committee) , the principal campaign 

zommittee for Cardoza, sent my Council Committee-Primary a 

zontribution of $500, the legal maximum for a Los Angeles City 

louncil race, at least in the absence of some kind'of unusual 

zircumstance. I knew Cardoza because we both were elected to the 

state Assembly at the same time, and we were both members of the 

issembly Democratic Party caucus leadership. Cardozals Friends 

lommittee was one of many campaign committees of my Democratic 

zolleagues in the Assembly which contributed to the Council 

Zommittee-Primary. Others, including the committees of Speaker 

lerb Wesson, Speaker Emeritus B o b  Hertzberg and Assemblymember 

Xlbert Cedillo, contributed a total of $5,350 to the Council 

lommittee-Primary. Similarly, other members of the Assembly, 

including Hon. Carole Migden , Hon. George Nakano, Hon. Jennifer 

-2- 
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Iropeza, and Hon. Rod Wright contributed personally to my Council 

lommittee-Primary. This committee also received contributions 

Srom committees of other California state and federal legislators, 

such as State Senators Kevin Murray and Ne11 Soto, and Congressman 

Ioward Berman. As demonstrated by my campaign statement for the 

ieriod from October 28, 2001 to November 24, 2001, the time period 

in which Cardoza's Friends Committee contributed to my Council 

lommittee-Primary was a very active fund-raising period for the 

louncil race because it was right before the holidays and covered 

nost of the two months immediately before the primary election. 

rhe cover pages, summary page and Schedule A of that campaign 

statement are attached as Exhibit 1. 

On January 28, 2002, Cardozals Friends Committee sent my 

louncil Committee-General a contribution of $500, the legal 

naximum for that race. Cardoza's Friends Committee was one of 

nany campaign committees of my Democratic colleagues in the 

Assembly who contributed to the Council Committee-General. 

Ithers, including the committees of Speaker Wesson and 

Assemblymembers Dario Frommer and Jennifer Oropeza, contributed a 

:otal of $8,700 to the Council Committee-General. Other 

zommittees of California elected officials, including those of 

State Senator Ne11 Soto and Lt. Governor Cruz Bustamante, also 

zontributed to the Council Committee-General. In addition, at 

Least one other member of the Assembly, Carole Midgen, contributed 

Iersonal funds to the Council Committee-General. As demonstrated 

)y my campaign statement for the period from January 20, 2002 to 

?ebruary 16, 2002, the time period in which Cardozals Friends 

Zommittee contributed to my Council Committee-General was a very 

- 3 -  
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tctive fund-raising period for the Council race because it covered 

lost of the two months immediately before the general election. 

:he cover pages, summary page and Schedule A of that campaign 

;tatement are attached as Exhibit 2. 

Nothing about these contributions from Cardoza personally or 

lardoza's Friends Committee struck me as odd or unusual. 

Ioreover, I have no recollection of any conversations with Cardoza 

Ir anyone I knew to be connected to Cardoza in connection with 

:hem. Based on that lack of recollection, I am confident that 

rhile I might have solicited these contributions from Cardoza, as 

: solicited hundreds of other contributions, there was no specific 

!onversation about them. 

3 .  [Contributions to Dennis Cardozal On about December 31, 

1001, my Assembly Committee contributed $900 to the Cardoza for 

longress committee. A copy of the check is attached as Exhibit 3 .  

: do not recall receiving a specific solicitation for this 

!ontribution, but I might have. I was aware from.the legislative 

lebate on the reapportionment bill that this was one of the one or 

.wo Congressional races in California which were arguably 

rompetitive and in which there was some chance that the 

!epublicans might pick.up a seat. Accordingly, it was important 

.o me that there be a strong Democrat nominated in that district; 

Lnd I believed Dennis Cardoza to be that strong Democratic 

landidate. To the best of my recollection, it was this fact--and 

.his fact alone--which motivated my contribution. Because I was 

termed outtt as of December 2002 and, thus, could not run for re- 

blection, I used much of the funds in my Assembly Committee to 

-4- 
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2002, I contributed a minimum of $13,150 from the Assembly 

lommittee account to other candidates for office here in 

lalifornia, including $1,000 to the campaign of now-Congresswoman 

Linda Sanchez and $900 to now-Congressman Cardoza. 

The Assembly Committee’s end of year campaign statement is 

3ttached as Exhibit 4. 

4. [Other Information] At no time was I or anyone employed 

(as an employee or independent contractor) by my campaign ever 

2sked by any person to accept money or any other thing of value 

into one of my campaign accounts and, in exchange, write one or 

nore check(s) out of that same--or another--campaign account to 

lardoza for Congress. At no time was I or anyone employed (either 

3s an employee or independent contractor) by my campaign ever 

wked by any person to reciprocate for contributions to one of my 

Zampaign committees by making one or more contributions to Cardoza 

for Congress. 

zmployee or independent contractor) by my campaign ever agree, 

xomise or otherwise indicate that I would accept money or any 

Ither thing of value into one of my campaign accounts and, in 

zxchange, write one or more check(s) out of that same--or another- 

-campaign account to Cardoza for Congress. At no time did I or 

myone employed (either as an employee or independent contractor) 

iy my campaign ever agree, promise or otherwise indicate that I 

vould reciprocate for contributions to one of my campaign 

Zommittees by making one or more contributions to Cardoza for 

Zongress. At no time was I or, to my knowledge, anyone employed 

(either as an employee or independent contractor) by my campaign 

At no time did I or anyone employed (either as an 

-5- 
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L 
wer aware of any decision or plan by one or more persons to 

:ontribute money or' any other thing of value to one of my--or 

myone else's--campaign accounts and, in exchange, obtain check(s) 

>ut of that same--or another--campaign account payable to Cardoza 

ior Congress. 

Neither I nor any of my controlled committees has ever . 

accepted any funds or other thing of value for the purpose of 

iiding the true source of the funds. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 

Jnited States of America that the foregoing is true and correct to 

:he best of knowledge and information, and that this declaration 

vas executed this 2 q- day of February, 2003 in Los Angeles, 

:A. 

L J !  
pony Cardenas 

-6- 
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